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Eastern Iowa’s Christian Writers’ Critique Group

Be as careful of the books you read

as of the company you keep,

for your habits and character will be as much influenced 

by the former as the latter. 

~ Paxton Hood



PURPOSE AND GOALS:

1. To provide a free closed critique group (members only) for Christian writers in the greater Cedar Rapids area who strive to grow in our writing skills and professionalism as writers/authors.

2. To offer fellowship, encouragement, and support to members.

3. To share marketing and conference news.

4. To pray for one another’s needs (primarily related to writing).

5. To bring God glory and minister to others through the ministry of our words.

TYPICAL SCHEDULE:


7:00pm

Open with prayer.


7:00-7:30pm

Members share good news and market information.

7:30-8:50pm
Critiques of work brought the previous month. Also, any work that requires quick turn-around due to deadline before the next meeting may receive an on-site critique.

8:50-9:00pm

Wrap up final comments.

ENCOURAGEMENT:

Isaiah 30:8 (NASB)
"Now go, write it on a tablet before them And inscribe it on a scroll, That it may serve in the time to come As a witness forever."
1 John 1:4 (NASB)
"These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete."
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POLICIES:

· Unless otherwise announced, meetings occur the second Tuesday of every month (7:00-9:00pm). 

· Membership is retained by those seriously interested in writing for publication.* 

· This is a closed group. If a member wants to invite someone as a visitor/potential member to a meeting, members can do so. 

· Invited guests are allowed up to two visits to see if this group meets their needs, and for members to see if the potential candidate is a good fit for our group. 

· New members are approved by unanimous agreement of current members. 

(This may sound worse than it is in actual practice. It’s necessary for group cohesion and to provide a process for screening candidates.)

· Members agree this is a commitment to a relationship with this group. As such, members will attend monthly meetings in service to one another. If you must miss a meeting due to illness or scheduling conflicts, be sure to email the group (or the chair) to let us know. 

· Writers will bring copies of their work for critique. If possible, bring copies of your work for members to critique and bring back to the next meeting. If visitors are invited, they may bring something to share with the group; this allows us to offer encouragement and suggestions to the visitor while allowing us to evaluate his/her ability and style. 

· Members agree it is best not to bring first drafts for critique, but work that is their best through rewriting, revision, and polishing. However, it is understood that brainstorming is part of the writing process, and discussion of works in progress is welcome if the writer's goal is to complete said project. 

· Members agree to bring copies of manuscripts that are typed, 1-1/2 spaced or double-spaced for critique. 

· Excessive absences from our monthly meetings indicates a change in commitment and that this may not be the right fit for your schedule at this time in your life. The chair may discuss concerns over absences with you first, then with the other members, followed by a decision to rescind membership; a possibility of later reinstatement is possible through unanimous vote of members current at that time. 

* To pursue publication, members are encouraged to bring something for critique or discussion each meeting, and submit at least one item (or more) per year in a competition or for publication.

